
 

 
 
 

Ireland Ag and Cultural Tour 
September 9-19, 2019 

 
Day 1- (Monday, September 9)- Depart the U.S. for an overnight flight to Dublin, 
Ireland.  
 
Day 2 (Tuesday, September 10)-  

Arrive in Dublin and transfer to the city of Cork, meaning “marsh”.  Cork is 
located along the River Lee which splits into two channels at the western end and 
divides the city center into islands.  On your way, you will visit a working sheep farm and 
partake in a sheep dog demonstration and visit the Rock of Cashel.  The Rock of 
Cashel, according to local mythology, originated in the Devil's Bit, a mountain 20 miles 
(30 km) north of Cashel when St. Patrick banished Satan from a cave, resulting in the 
Rock's landing in Cashel.  Cashel is reputed to be the site of the conversion of the King 
of Munster by St. Patrick in the 5th century.  Spend the afternoon touring historic 
buildings, cathedrals and statues in Cork.  Enjoy dinner and your first overnight stay.  
(Overnight Cork) 
https://www.maldronhotelshandoncorkcity.com/ 
(D) 
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Day 3 (Wednesday, September 11) -  

Spend the morning touring the historic Blarney Castle, which dates back to 1446. 
While you are there, don’t forget to kiss The Blarney Stone, which is said to give the gift 
of eloquence.  Visit a traditional Irish farm and spend the afternoon touring Cork.  Enjoy 
a free evening in Cork, touring the city at night. 
(Overnight Cork) 
https://www.maldronhotelshandoncorkcity.com/ 
(B,D) 

 
 
 

Day 4 (Thursday, September 12) -  
Start the day touring a local, working farm and head to the Jameson Distillery for 

a tour and whiskey tasting.  Jameson has been distilling Irish whiskey since 1810 and 
produces over 5 million cases annually.  Travel 85 km northeast to Killarney, and spend 
the afternoon visiting Muckross Park and Muckross Farms.  Tour traditional, working 
farms and see what Ireland was like in the 1930s and 1940s.  Enjoy a local dinner and 
overnight stay in Killarney.  
(Overnight Killarney) 
https://www.dromhall.com/ 
(B,D) 
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Day 5 (Friday, September 13) -  

Spend the day touring the Ring of Kerry,  a 179-kilometre-long circular route in 
County Kerry, southwestern Ireland. One of Ireland's most popular destinations is the 
Iveragh Peninsula — known to shamrock-lovers everywhere as "The Ring of Kerry." 
The Ring, lassoed by a winding coastal road through a mountainous, lake-splattered 
region, is undeniably scenic. Visitors since Victorian times have been drawn to this 
evocative chunk of the Emerald Isle, where mysterious ancient ring forts stand sentinel 
on mossy hillsides.  Return to Killarney for the evening. 
(Overnight Killarney) 
https://www.dromhall.com/ 
(B,L,D) 

 
 
 

Day 6  (Saturday, September 14) -  
Depart Killarney to Limerick, with a stop in Adare.  Tour a local, working dairy 

farm and enjoy a barbecue lunch on the property.  Visit Bunratty Castle in Clare, the 
most complete and authentic medieval castle in Ireland. Built in 1425 it was restored in 
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1954 to its former medieval splendor and now contains mainly 15th and 16th century 
furnishings, tapestries, and works of art which capture the mood of those times.  Also 
stop by Bunratty Folk Park and enjoy the sights, sounds tastes, scents, of this 
enchanting place as you stroll from house to house or around the charming village 
street complete with school, post office, doctors house, hardware shop, printers and of 
course McNamara’s Pub!  Spend the evening with dinner and overnight stay in 
Limerick. 
(Overnight Limerick) 
https://www.claytonhotellimerick.com/ 
(B,L,D) 

 
 
 

Day 7 (Sunday, September 15) -  
Enjoy a scenic drive to Ireland’s coast and tour the Cliffs of Moher.  The Cliffs run 

about 14 km in length and rise to over 120 meters above the Atlantic Ocean at Hag’s 
and 215 meters at O’Briens Tower.  The Cliffs rank as one of the most visited locations 
in all of Ireland.  Later, travel to Galway, where you will have the afternoon free to 
explore.  Galway, a harbour city on Ireland’s west coast, is famous for their oysters and 
hosts the International Oyster and Seafood festival each year.. The city’s hub is 18th 
century Eyre Square, a popular meeting spot surrounded by shops and traditional pubs 
that often offer live Irish folk music. Nearby, stone-clad cafes, boutiques and art 
galleries line the winding lanes of the Latin Quarter, which retains portions of the 
medieval city walls.  Return to Limerick for the evening and overnight stay. 
(Overnight Limerick) 
https://www.claytonhotellimerick.com/ 
(B,D) 
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Day 8 (Monday, September 16) -  

Depart Limerick for Dublin and spend the morning formally touring the historic 
city of Dublin on a Panoramic Tour.  Have lunch on your own before visiting sites such 
as Trinity College (also an opportunity to see the Book of Kells) and Christchurch 
Cathedral (includes entry fees).  The Book of Kells, believed to have been created in 
800 AD, is an illuminated manuscript, containing the four Gospels of the New 
Testament.  Christchurch Cathedral, was founded in 1030 and officially claimed as the 
seat of both the Church of Ireland and Roman Catholic archbishops of Dublin. In the 
afternoon visit sites like St. Patrick’s Cathedral, Dublin Castle Grounds and the 
Guinness Storehouse (all optional visits to go inside).  
(Overnight Dublin) 
https://www.gresham-hotels-dublin.com/ 
(B) 

 
 

 
 
Day 9 (Tuesday, September 17) -   

Enjoy and early breakfast and join the farmers of Ireland attending the National 
Ploughing Championships, an outdoor agricultural show and ploughing competition. 
The first inter-county ploughing contest took place in 1931 as a result of an argument 
between two lifelong friend.  Each argued that their respective counties had the best 
ploughmen.  It has become more than a competition between counties, it is now an 
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intrinsic part of Irish rural life.  Held annually, it draws over 1700 exhibitors and 290,000 
spectators.  The event includes a trade village, food fair, craft village, livestock, forestry, 
motor show, bio energy and agri service.  Special events include sheep dog trials, loy 
digging, lamb shearing and celebrity cooking demonstrations.  Then enjoy dinner and 
overnight stay in Dublin. 
(Overnight Dublin) 
https://www.gresham-hotels-dublin.com/ 
(B) 

 

 
 
 
Day 10 (Wednesday, September 18) -  

Spend the day visiting exhibitors and viewing competitions at the National 
Ploughing Championships http://www.npa.ie/ or a free day in Dublin to shop and 
explore.  You can take a food tour, visit Sir Francis Bacon’s studio, tour the Little 
Museum of Dublin, or visit the Old Library at Trinity College.  If you are really looking for 
a good time, take a walk down Grafton Street, Dublin’s most random, rewarding and 
ridiculously entertaining street, and visit some traditional Irish pubs.  Enjoy a farewell 
dinner at a local pub for your last night in Ireland. 
(Overnight Dublin) 
https://www.gresham-hotels-dublin.com/ 
(B,D) 
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 Day 11 (Thursday, September 19) - 

Depart for the Dublin airport for your journey home. 
(B) 
 
 
“This itinerary  is subject to change without prior approval.  Please note that if a last 
minute cancellation occurs, a replacement technical visit of equal value will be 
arranged. 
 
 
 
*Included: Estimated per person $3,250 based on double occupancy,  
*Single traveler room supplement - $675 
*Subject to booking 
 
 
 
Payment Schedule: 
March 15, 2019- $500 non-refundable deposit due 
June 15, 2019- final balance due 
*3% service fee for all credit cards 
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Included: 
Accommodations  
Tours/Technical Visits as mentioned on itinerary 
Gratuities for guide/driver 
Meals as indicated on itinerary (includes one soft drink) 

B= Breakfast 
L= Lunch  
D= Dinner  
 

Not Included: 
Group International Airfare on American Airlines (will be quoted once you select 
your departure city).  

AMERICAN AIRLINES GROUP TICKET (includes one free checked bag) 

Departure City Departure Time Arrival City Arrival Time 

Philadelphia 
(September 9th) 

9:15 PM (Overnight) Dublin 8:55AM 
(September 10th) 

Dublin 
(September 19th) 

11:20 AM Philadelphia 2:00 PM  
(September 19th) 

*It is your responsibility to tell us where you will be flying from to meet the group 
in Philadelphia.  Explorations by Thor will book your American Airlines domestic 
ticket to Philadelphia, after you inform us of the departure city. This will be an 
additional fee.  You can also book your own flights, but you must arrive prior to 
the group American Airlines flight landing at (8:55am September 10th).  

 
Cost of valid U.S. passport 
Alcoholic beverages 
Travel insurance coverage (highly recommended) 
Airline seat upgrades 
Excess baggage fees 
Souvenirs 
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Leisure activities on free days 
Hotel charges for incidentals, including telephone calls, pay per view movies, mini bars, 
and snack trays, personal laundry, room service, and hotel penalties for smoking in 
hotel rooms. 
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