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As you all have read or seen in the news lately, 
the pending merger of Comcast Cable with  
Time Warner Cable, followed by the recent 

announcement of the possible separate merger of AT&T 
with DIRECTV, may have serious, long-term implications 
for consumers in both the city and the country, as well 
as, for independent television channels like RFD-TV, 
RURAL TV, and FamilyNet.

Let me be clear. At this time, we are not opposed to 
either merger. However, the stakes are obvious, as the 
successful merger of both of these transactions will 
result in nearly half of the homes in this country, or over 
54 million households, having their cable or satellite 
television delivery controlled by a couple of urban-
based media executives.

Our company, Rural Media Group, is actively involved 
in raising the awareness of rural interests not only with 
these four companies, but to government officials who 
will be responsible for reviewing and approving such 
a merger(s). On May 8th, I testified on a panel before 
the House Judiciary Sub-Committee on this matter in 
Washington, DC (see recap on page 26). In addition, we 
have also met with all five offices at the FCC (Federal 
Communications Commission) and were called back 
to DC to meet with the DOJ (Department of Justice) to 
make a presentation and answer their questions. I can 
tell you that all were very, very interested and engaged 
in hearing our views in regards to how these mergers 
will address the needs, and interests, of rural America, 
as well as, urban consumers who desire to be connected 
to their rural roots through RFD-TV’s news and other 
unduplicated programming.

In regards to Comcast, they are definitely sending a 
clear signal that they have little interest in offering 
“rural” programming to their possible 29 million homes. 
In August 2013, a few months before announcing 
their intended purchase of Time Warner, Comcast 
removed RFD-TV from the entire states of Colorado and  
New Mexico. RFD-TV enjoyed very high Nielsen ratings 
in these two western states. Mr. David Cohen, EVP at 
Comcast, explained this action in the House Hearing by 
saying that “Comcast is essentially an urban-clustered 
cable company.” This comment, made twice, really got 
the attention of Congressmen on the panel, carried over 
to both the FCC and DOJ meetings. The fact that Comcast 
added Al Jazerra America to these same systems 
two days after removing RFD-TV, plus carries the  
BBC World News as an “independent” channel, makes 
no sense to anyone.

At the time of this writing, we have not met, yet, with 
AT&T to understand their intentions with controlling 
DIRECTV and their millions of “rural” customers who 
are strong RFD-TV viewers. Of concern to our company 
is that AT&T is the only national cable company that 
has never had an agreement to carry RFD-TV, and that 
DIRECTV is the only national carrier that does not offer 
RURAL TV/FamilyNet.  

None of the four companies are currently offering  
RFD HD.  

It is our sincere hope that these potential mergers will 
offer the opportunity to address, and fix, all of the above 
so that rural America can be assured that delivery of 
programming directed at their unique interests will 
continue in the future. Just as important is the ability for 
rural America to communicate with urban America. If 
there is one thing that unites all of agriculture, it’s that 
we all have to do a better job of communicating with 
the urban consumer where, and how, their food & fiber 
is produced. This will be even more difficult if a wall is 
allowed to be built between rural & urban America.

Updates will be provided throughout this process 
on RFD-TV, RURAL TV, and FamilyNet, as well as, 
on our website and Facebook pages. The issue is so 
important that we will probably need to involve you, 
our audience, in helping to send the strongest message 
to Washington DC, local government officials, and these 
merging companies about the importance of serving  
rural interests.  

There has never been a more important time to support 
our rural programming. Stay tuned.
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